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Mr. Sarceant’s Letter finifbed. 
‘ TT. or three others of them have been and are fervi- 





* ceable in improving the reft of the Indians tn 

* Knowledge & Vertue. Lentertain fome Tho’ts 
of One’s being fent as a Miffienary among his Countrymen 
to preach the Gofpel to them ; fea others of the vOunger 
ones promife very fair to prove virtuous pious and ufetul. 
I defign to take one of them into my Houte, and {pend 
what Money of your’s I have yet in my Hands upon him, 
till I receive further Orders from You. 
* A continued Series of umweariednets Arndne/s to th: 
Indians has (I think) at length intirely evercome their Jc. 
loufies and Sufpicions ; and an almoft univer {al Dilpotition 
to receive Inftruction feems to prevail among them in ¢! 
Parts: I pray GOD imcsatie. it; and of late a "Refer 
mation is very vilible among us. ---- Alfo, a Moravian 
Miffienary, not far from hence, has to Appearance had 
wonderful Succe/s among a Number. 
© Sir, I have lately propefed, what has been for many 
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rg f ; being fenfible of their Fol/y in having been ‘ 
0 backward to mprove the Advantages put in |! 
Haple Whither Providence will fo {mile on te 
Vv 


© Years in my Mind, a Defign to fet up 4 ‘udp be arding 
© School in this Place, for the Education of Jndi. lren « 
‘ in which I propofe that they thail ‘be 2 ot up to Lal bor as 
© well as Learning, and the Exercifes of Devotion , with 
* which Propofal the Indians now feem to be mig! ‘y 
< , 
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* as to make it take Effeé?, I know not ; but am full of 
* Faith in the Matter ; and doubt not but we fhall have 
* your Prayers, if not your Affftance, altho’ you have al- 
* ready been at fo generous an Expence for us 3 which has 
* prepared the Way for this Defign ; for which the 
© Indians feem’d not difpos’d till now. ButI can think of 
* no etter Method, in a natural Way, to change the 
© whole State of the Indians in America ; and to prepare 
“ ’em for an effectual Reception of Chriffianity, to change 
* their Habit of Wildnefs, and fpread the Knowledge of 
« CueisT ‘thro’ all their Tribes: The Difpofition to the 

* Things feems more and more to prevail, and fpread amon 
“ them: May Almighty Power effeét the merciful Purpo- 
“ fes of fovereign Grace among them. 








‘ Sir, As to your making any Allowance to me, for my 
© Care and Trouble, of which you fpeak in your very obliging ° 
« Letter to me ; I neither afk nor defire it ; and beg of you 
* not to think of it; for I fhould indeed be afbamed to ac- 
* cept any Thing elfe of you (tho’ my ftated Allowance is 
* not large) but your Jnterceffions at the Throne of Grace 
* for me, of which I ftand in great need. We can never 
© be thankful eno’ to you, under GOD, for having put it 
“ in our Power to do fo much to promote our general De- 
* fign. Thro’ your Liberalities, Thank/givings abound. to 
* GOD ; whol am fure will reward your Charity ; and I 
* doubt not but Generations to come will blefs your Name ; 
* and you will find your Reward in Eternity. ------- 
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* I beg the Favour of your Correfpondence, and a con- 
tinual Intereft in your Prayers for AZ, and the poor 
People, for whofe Safvation Ihave the Honcur and Hap- 
pine/s to be imployed ; and affure your Self that I am * 
both on my own Account, and on the Behalf of the 
Indians, 
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Sir, . 
Your moft affectionate and obliged 


Friend and Servant, 


Ae ‘Sohn Sargeant, 











An Account of the-late, &c. 


At theDefire of feveral of our Cuffomers,we propofe to infert 
in this and Ve fnwee Nembore The TEst : Fb a 
Apvice of the late venerable AssEMBLY of MINISTERS, 
met at Bofton on Thur fday July 7th Currant. And as an 
Introduction thereto have obtained of the Rev. Mr. Prince, 
one of the Scribes of faid Affembly, the following Account, 


viz. 
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An Account of the late Assemary of Paffors &c. 


On Friday May 27 laft, a Number of Mini/ters belong- 
ing both to Boffom and divers Towns in the Country, con- 
ferring together and judging that thé Honour and Intereft 
of CurisT call’d them to make a general INQUIRY into 
the State of Religion in this Land, and with others to beay 
their TesTIMoNny to the wondrous Work of his Power and 
Grace in the late Revival of Religion among us ; agreed to 
publith the following INvITATION in one of the News- 
Papers. 

Accordingly, in the Boffon-Gazette of Tuefday May 31, 
the faid INviTATION appeared in the following Terms--- 


‘ To the Publifhers of the Bofton Gazette. 
© Some of your Cuftomers defire you to infert this in your 
© next Paper. 
© It is defir’d and propofed by a Number of Minifters both 
in Town and Country, that fuch of their Brethren as are 
perfwaded there has of late been @ happy Revivar of 
RELIGION, thro’ an extraordinary divine Influence, in 
many Parts of this Land, and are concern’d for the Honour 
and Progrefs of this remarkable Work of GOD, may have 
an INTERVIEW at Boston, the Day after the approach- 
ing Commencement ; To confider whether they are not 
called to give an open conjunét TesTIMoNy to an Event 
fo furprizing and gracious ; as well as again/# thofe Errors 
in Doétrine and Dé/orders iy, Practice, which thro’ the 
permitted Agency of Satan hdve attended it, and in any 
Meafure blemifhed it’s Glory and hindred its Advance- 
ment ; And alfo to confult the moft likely’ AZetheds to be 
taken, to guard People againft fuch Delufions & Miftakes 
as in fuch a Seafon they are in Danger of falling into, 
and that this bleffed Work may continue and fourifh among 


us, 
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* But if any Gentlemen who heartily concur in the End 
© and Defign of this Propofal, may be hindred in Providence 
* from giving their Prefence at this defign’d INTERVIEW ; 
“ Itis earneftly defired they would fend their ATTESTA- 
* TIONS, and communicate their Thoughts feafonably in 
Writing : Tho’ at the fame Time it is ‘hoped, none will 
fuffer fmall Difficulties to prevent their Attendance on an 
Affair of fuch Importanve to the Intereft of Curist’s 
Kingdom, both Here and in other Parts of the World.’ 
Agreable to this Jnvitation, a confiderable Number of 
Minifters met at Bofton on Thurfday July 7. inthe Forenoon : 
when the Rev. Mr. White of Glocefter open’d the Affembly 
withPrayer ; They had fome Difcourfe ; and then adjourn’d 
(in order to attend the publick Leéure) to half an Hour paft 
two in the Afternoon. : 


an A A 


In the Afterncon they met to the Number of ninety, chofe 
Dr. Colman Moderator, Dr. Sewall Affiftant, and Mr.Prince 
and Mr. Hobby, Scribes. But Dr. Co/man excufing himfelf, 
Dr. Sewall ated as Moderator. 

They then proceeded to read Letters from twenty eight 
who were abfent, bearing their Zeffimony to this remarkable 
Work of GOD in the Land. And after further Inquiries, 
Declarations, Difcourfes and Debates, a little after eight in 
the Evening, was read, propofed and put, without any Ob- 


jection, the following VoTE, viz. 


‘ We Paftors of Churches in the Provinces of the 
© MafJachufetts-Bay & New-Hampfhire in New-ENGLAND, 
«met at Boffon this 7th Day of “July 1743, being per- 
« /waded there has of late been a happy Revival of Religion, 
‘ thro’ aremarkable divine Influence in many Parts of this 
« Land, and apprehending it our Duty to give an open 
« conjun& Testimony, to the Glory of Gon, to an 
© Event fo furprizing and gracious, as wellas again/? thofe 
« Lrrors in Doétrine, and Diforders in Pra&tice which thro” 
¢ humane Frailties and Corruptions and the permitted Agency 
* of Satan have attended it, and in any Meafure blemifhed 
¢ its Glory and hindred its Advancement ; came to the 
© following RrsoLution, that aCoMMITTEE be chofen 
© to confider the Premiffes and make a Report to Morrow 
€ Morning at nine of the Clock’, Voted in the affirmative 
Generally, 
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And chofe the Rev. Dr.Sewall, Mr. Wiggle/worth, Prince, 
Adams, Cooper, Nathaniel Rogers, Leonard Hhbby, to be 
faid COMMITTEE. 

The Rev. Mr. Moony pray’d. 

And they adjourn’d to meet to Morrow Morning at nine 
of the Clock. . 


Frypay Morwninc 

About 10, they met again, to the Number of about 
Seventy. Dr. SEwWALL pray’d: and then prefented the 
Committee’s Report : Firft we read the whole throughout : 

Then began again, and read the Introduéfion : 

Then read & feverally confidered the followingParagraphs : 
And after diverfe Amendments, proceeded to SUBSCRIBE. 

Vortep, * That Mr. Prince, Cooperand Gee, be a Com- 
© mittee to take Care of publifhing the (fubfcribed Tes t1- 
* mony and Apvice, together with fuitable Extraé#s from 
© the Letters communicated to us.’ 

Rev. Mr. BAxteR return’d Thenks and Pray’d. 

And about three in the Afternoon we Diflolve. 


‘ 
A true Account according to the Minutes. 


Tuomas Prince, Scribe, 
The faid Resuut is as follows --- 


The Testimony and Apvice of an Affembly of 
Paftors of Churches in New-England, at a Meeting in 
Boften July 7. 1743- Occafion’d by the late happy Re- 
vival of Religion in many Parts of the Land. To which 
are added, ATTESTATIONS contain’d in Letters from a 
Number of their Brethren who were providentially hinder’d 
from giving their Prefence. 


3 by it is the Duty of every one, capable of Obfervation 
¢ and Refleétion, to take a conftant religious Notice of 
© what occurs in the daily Courfe of common Providence ; 
* how much more is it expeéted that thofe Events in the 
¢ divine CEconomy, wherein there is a fignal Difplay of 
§ the Power, Grace and Mercy of GOD in behalf of the 
§ Church, fhould be obferv’d with facred Wonder, ya 
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fure and Gratitude ?+~-- Nor fhould the People of GOD 
_contént themfelves with a /ilent Notice, but publifh with 
- a of Thank/giving, and tell of all bis wondrous 
orks,---~ a + 
« More particularly, When Carist.is pleas’d to come 
into his Church in a plentiful Effufion of “his Holy Spirit, 
by whofe powerful Influences the Miniftration of, the 
Word is attended with uncommon SucceR;* Salvation- 
,Work carried on in ah'eniinent Manne?, and his King- 
dom, which is within Alen, and confifts in Righteoufnep 
and Peace gnd ‘Foy in the Holy Ghoff, is nétably advan- 
ced,--- is an Event which above all others invites 
the Notice, and befpeaks the Praifes of the Lord’sPeople, 
and fhould be declar’d abroad for a Memorial of the divine 
Grace ; ----- as it tends to confirm the Divinity of-a de- 
fpifed Gofpel, and manifefts the Work of the Holy Spirit 
in the Application of Redemption, which too many aré 
ready to 3 wags 3 as it may have a happy Effeét, by the 
divine Bleffing, for the Revival of Religion in other Places, 
and the Enlargement of the Kingdom of CuRrist in the 
World ; ---and as it tends to enliven the Prayers, ftrengthen 
the Faith, and raife the Hopes, of fturch as aré waiting for 
the Kingdom of God, and the coming on of the Glory of the 
latter Days.---- 
‘ But if it is juftly expected of all who profefs themfelves 
the Difciples of Crist, that they fhould openly acknow- 
ledge and rejoice ina Work of this Nature, wherein the 
Honour of their divine Maftér is fo much concerned ; How 
much more is it to be look’d for from thofe who are em- 
ploy’d in the Miniftry of the LORD ‘FESUS, and fo ftand 
in a fpecial Relation-to him, as Servants of his Houfhold, 
and Officers in his Kirigdom ?---- The/e ftand as Watchmen 
upon the Walls 6f ‘ferufalem ; and it is_their Bufinefs not 
only to give the Alarm of War when the Enemy is ap- 
proaching, but.to found the Trumpet of Praife when th¢ 
King of Zion cometh, ina meek Triumph, havingSalvatim.-- 


© For thefe and other Reafons, ‘We, whofe Names are 
hereunto annexed, Paftors of Churches in New- England, 


« met together in Boffen, July 7th 1743, think it our indif- 


penfable Duty, { without judging or cenfuring fuch of our 
i © Bre- 
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Brethren as cannot at prefent fee Things in the fame Light 
with us) in this open and conjunét Manner to declare, to 
the Glory of fovercign Grace, our full Perfwafion, either 
from what we have feen ourfelves, or received upon credi- 
-ble Teftimony, that there. has been 2 happy and remarkable 
Revival of Religion in many Parts of this Land, through an 
uncommon divine Influence , after a long Time of great De- 
cay and Deadnefs, anda fenfible and very awful Withdraw 


- of the Holy Spirit from his Sanétuary among us.--- 


* Tho’ the Work of Grace wro’t on the Hearts of Men’ 
by the Word and Spirit of GOD, and which has. been’ 


-more or lefs. carried on in the Church from the Begin- 


ning, is always the fame for Subftance, and agrees, at 


-one Time and another, in one Place or Perfon and- ane-’ 


ther, as tothe main Strokes and Lineaments of. it, yet’ 
the prefent Work appears ‘to be remarkable and extra- 


ordinary, 


-* On Account.of the Numbers wrought upen---- We 


never before faw fo many brought under Soul-Concern, 
and with Diftrefs making the Inquiry, What mu/? wé do to’ 
be faved ? And thefe Perfons of all Characters and 
Ages. ----- With Regard to the Suddenne/s and quick 
Progrefs of it ----- Many Perfons and Places were fur- 
prized with the gracious Vifit together, or near about the 
fame Time ; and the heavenly Influence diffus’d itfelf far 
‘and wide like theLight of the Morning.---- Alfo in Refpeé 
‘of the Degree of Operation, both ina Way of Terror and 
cin a Way of Confolation ; attended in many with unufual 
bodily E ffeés.--- , 
¢ Not that all who are accounted the Subjeéts of the 
prefent Work, have-had thefe extraordinary Degrees of | 
previous Diftrefs and fubfequent Joy. But many, and 
we fuppofe the greater Number, have been wrought on in 
afmore gentle and filent- Way, and without any other 
Appearances than are common and ufual at other Times, 
when Perfons have béen awakened to a folemn Concern 
about Salvation, and have been thought to have pafs’d out 
of-aState of Nature into a- State of Grace. 
« Ass to thofe whofe inward Concern has occafioned extra- 
ordinary outward Diffréffes,. the moft of them when we 
came to converfe with them, werg able to give, what 
appear’d to us, a rational Account of what fo affected 
* their 
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* their Minds; viz. A quick Senfe of their Guilt, AM4ifery 
* and Danger ; and they would often mention the Paflages 
* in the Sermons they heard, or particular Texts of £-:ip- 
ture, which were fet home upon them with fuch a power- 
ful Impreffion. ---- And as‘to fuch whofe ‘eys have car- 
nied them into oe pense Extafies, they in like Man- 
ner have accounted for them, from a lively Senfe of the 
ae any hop’d they were freed from, and the Hap- 
pinefs they were now poffefs’d of ; fuch clear Views of 
divine and heavenly Things, and particularly of the Ex- 
cellencies and Lovelinefs of Jesus Curist, and fuch 
fweet Taftes of redeeming Love as they never had be- 
fore.---- The Inftances were very few in which we had 
Reafon to think thefeAffections were produced by vi/ionary 
or fenfible Reprefentations, or by any other Images than 
fuc’a as the Scripture it felf prefents unto us. 


« And here we think it not amifs to declare, that in deal- 
ing with thefe Perfons we have been careful to inform 
them, That the Nature of Converfion does not confift in 
thefe paffionate Feelings ; and to warn them not to look 
upon their State fafe, becaufe they have pafs’d out of deep 
Diftrefs into high Joys, unlefs they experience a Renova- 
tion of Nature, follow’d with a Change of Life, and a 
Courfe of vital Holinefs.------- Nor have we gone into fuch 
an Opinion of the bodily Effeé?s with which this Work has 
been attended in fome of its Subjects, as to judge them any 
Signs that Perfons who have been fo affected, were then 
under a faving Work of the Spirit of God. No; We ne- 
ver fo much as call’d thefe bodily Seizures, Comvidfions ; or 
{fpake of them as the immediate Work of the Holy Spirit. 
Yet we do not think them inconfiftent with a Work of 
God upon the Soul at that veryTime ; but judge that thofe 
inward Impreffions which come from the Spirit of God, 
thofe Terrors and Confolations of which he is the Author, 
may, according to the natural Frame and Contftitution 
which fome Perfons are of,occafion fuch bodily Effects.---- 
And therefore that thofe extraordinary outward Symptoms, 
are not an Argument that the Work is delufive,or from the 
Influence and Agency of the evil Spirit, 


(Ze be continued. ) 
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